
Free online at www.kingboroughchronicle.com.au

FREE!
at the heart of the community

TUESDAY, 24 MARCH, 2026ISSUE No. 823 Ph: 6229 3655 • Email editorial@kchronicle.com.au

- EXTENSIVE RANGE OF DECORATIVE GRAVELS
- HORSE ARENA SAND
- VEGIE MIX
- BAGGED PRODUCTS
- RANGE OF SANDS

ALL DELIVERIES DONE FROM OUR
LESLIE VALE YARD 
DELIVERIES TO ALL AREAS
CERTIFIED LOADER SCALES
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

LESLIE VALE corner Leslie Road
and Huon Highway. Ph 6239 6891
HUONVILLE 25 Esplanade Road,
(pick up yard only) Ph 6264 1398
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8am - 5pm 

SATURDAY: 8am - 4pm
CLOSED: Sundays and Public holidays

- TOP SOILS
- ROAD BASES AND 
DRAINAGE GRAVEL

- RED GRAVEL
- PINE BARK

- PROPAGATING SAND

HN34882

Students take
sink to summit
photos and full story on PAGE 3

Roadworks
enter next phase
photos and full story on PAGE 5

Funds keep
safe space open
photos and full story on PAGE 7

HCCA Grand Finals
and Premiers
photos and full story on PAGE 19 & 24

HN26141

Electric Motors / Gearboxes / Drives / Irrigation
Pumping / Valves / Generator Sets

Power & Transmission Supplies

6229 1027 / hobart@alphaew.com.au / www.alphaew.com.au

We Service What We Sell!

Proudly Tasmanian Owned 
and Operated 

3 Fully mobile locksmith 3 Laser and hand engraving service
3 Shoe repairs 3 Electronic car keys and remotes
3 Trophies and awards 3 Watch battery replacements

Kingston Town
Shopping Centre

P. 6229 4313   I   M. 0417 035 379

service@kingstonlocksmiths.net.au

HN26145

Kingborough’s fragile marine ecosystem was thrust into the international
spotlight this week, as Denmark’s King Frederik and Queen Mary toured
waters off Taroona and were briefed on the collapse of Tasmania’s giant
kelp forests.

The royal couple joined scientists from the University of Tasmania aboard a
research vessel to visit one of the last remaining patches of giant kelp at the
southern end of Alum Cliffs.

The visit highlighted a major environmental shift unfolding along the Kingborough
coastline, where warming waters and invasive long-spined sea urchins have
reduced once-extensive kelp forests to isolated remnants.

Marine ecologist Professor Scott Ling told the group the ecosystem had been
“reduced from extensive, rich and dense forests to a few isolated patches” in
just a few decades.

Researchers are now working to reverse the decline through a combination
of sea urchin harvesting, rebuilding rock lobster populations and reseeding
kelp grown in hatcheries.

The Kingborough coast remains central to those efforts, with restoration
work underway in nearby waters supported by partnerships between scientists,
industry and government.

During the tour, the couple handled rock lobsters and viewed marine research
demonstrations, including live footage from divers working below the surface.

For Queen Mary, who grew up in Taroona, the visit also carried a personal
dimension, with familiar landmarks visible from the water.

While the royal visit marked the final leg of a broader Australian tour, it was the
condition of Kingborough’s marine environment, and the urgency of restoring
it, that defined the day.

Queen Mary and King Frederik examine a rock lobster aboard a University of Tasmania research vessel in waters off Kingborough. (PS - University of Tasmania)

Royals
SPOTLIGHT KELP CRISIS

OFF KINGBOROUGH COAST
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CoPYriGht

The publisher of the Kingborough Chronicle is the

owner of the copyright in all advertisements (including

artwork) prepared by the servants and/or agents of

the newspaper on behalf of its advertisers.

Neither the newspaper’s advertisers nor any other

person on their behalf are authorised to publish,

reproduce or copy in any manner, any of the said

advertisements (including artwork) without the

prior written licence of the newspaper.

CorreSPoNdeNCe

Mail letters to: 3351 Huon Highway, Franklin.

TAS. 7113. Name, address and phone number for

verification purposes must be included. Letters

must be signed. Letters may be edited. Those

exceeding 500 words will be returned to sender,

or edited. Preference will be given to letters

intended for publication solely in the Kingborough

Chronicle. Signed letters may also be sent by

email: editorial@kchronicle.com.au

reSPoNSiBiLitY

Please check your advertisement on the first

day and bring any errors to the attention of the

Kingborough Chronicle immediately. Kingborough

Chronicle makes every effort to avoid errors.

We regret that we cannot be responsible for

any errors beyond the first day if you fail to

bring it to our attention.

No allowances can be made for errors not materially

affecting the effectiveness of the ad. Position cannot

and will not be guaranteed. All claims for adjustment

or credit must be made within seven days after

billing date. We reserve the right to revise or restrict

any ad we deem objectionable and to change the

classification when necessary to conform to the policy

of this newspaper.

In the event an advertisement is omitted from

publication, we assume no liability for such omission.

(PS) at the end of a caption means ‘Photo supplied’

and these photos cannot be ordered.

Adventure Bay Store

Alonnah Post office

Alonnah Store

Baxter’s iGA Sandy Bay

Baxter’s iGA Snug

BiG W Channel Court

Blackmans Bay
Newsagency

BP Kingston

Caltex Kingston town

Channel Court

Channel Museum

Clennett’s Mitre 10

Coles Kingston Plaza

elders real estate, Margate

Fall real estate

First National Kingston

harcourts Kingston Beach

hill Street Blackmans Bay

hotel Bruny

huon Valley News, Franklin

Kettering Central

KFC Kingston

Kingborough Community
hub

Kingston Beach takeaway

Kingston Library

Kingston town Centre

Margate iGA Supermarket

Margate Pharmacy

Margate Post office

Meg Webb MLC office
(denison house)
Meredith’s orchard

Middleton Store

Phoenix restaurant, Snug

redwood road
Community Centre
Sandfly Store

Salamanca Market

Snug Beach Caravan Park

Snug Butcher

Snug Caltex

Woodbridge Post office

Ye olde oyster Cove Store

Corner Marguerite/Agnes Streets, Ranelagh
Phone 0417 504 671

TRADING HOURS: 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7.30am - 4pm

SATURDAY: 8am - 4pm 
SUNDAY: 8am - 4pm

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

HN26061

Organic Woodfired 
Sourdough Bakery

to the editorLeers
SHARED PATHS NEED
SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

Dear Editor,
I recently read the article on Bike Week in the Kingborough

Chronicle with mixed emotions.
The concept of shared pathways is a practical way of

promoting healthy exercise and a great way to reduce
expenditure.

However multiple users mean extra considerations from
those keen to make use of the facilities.

The council has erected signposts to highlight potential
pitfalls/hazards when using the tracks.

From a bike rider’s and jogger’s perspective, the tracks
are excellent but what about the humble pedestrian’s
viewpoint.

For a pedestrian there is nothing more unsettling to have
a cyclist appear from nowhere, overtaking you in a blur of
speed.

No warning, unless your ears are fine tuned to the often
near silent sound of a bike in motion.

Sometimes you will hear the chime of a bell. 
Thank you rider. No harm done. I am in the know. I am

instantly aware.
If only bikes were equipped with a bell!
Well, they don’t cost much and some bikes actually are

sold with one!
But they’re still useless if the rider doesn’t use it.
And I have to say when I do hear one when walking I

thank the rider profusely. 
I want them to know I really appreciate it.
Whew, excuse my moan but in addition to wayward

cyclists, I have to add those dog-walkers who don’t have
appropriate control of their canine friends even when their
pet is on a leash. 

Here again the signs tell us to have our dogs on a leash
AND UNDER CONTROL.

You will see many owners blithely walking their dogs or
to be more accurate, seeing the dogs walking the owners. 

A dog will be difficult to control if it decides to bolt.
So, the council has provided/upgraded us with the

shared pathways. 
It is up to all users to read the signs and do our best to

follow them.
Then we can all enjoy the many benefits of walking,

riding and caring for our pets in a safe and welcoming
environment. 

R. Madden,
Kingston

DIAL BACK LOGGING IN THE DIAL
Dear Editor,
The Dial Range is under attack by Forestry Tasmania. 
This week community members alongside Dr Darren

Briggs, stopped work in logging coupe DL011C, a forest
on the edge of the popular recreational area, the Dial
Range. 

We urgently need to reassess the ongoing logging of
native forests in Tasmania. 

Logging does not contribute to the health and wellbeing
of local communities, nor does it contribute economic
gains to the Tasmanian people. 

How long will we consent to State Government throwing
cash and subsidies at Forestry, to keep logging Tasmanian
native forests. 

Who pays for the roads?
For the fuel subsidies?
For the environmental nightmare left behind? 
The community pays, that’s who. 
If the State Government and Forestry fail to listen to the

voices of community, then who will they actually listen to?
Dr Colette Harmsen,

Tinderbox

Community members stopped work in logging
coupe DL011C, a forest on the edge of the popular
recreational area, the Dial Range. (PS)

Mick Hedger captured this stunning
view over Browns River, Kingston and
the Channel, seen from the first tee at
Kingston Beach Golf Club on Saturday.

If you see something that catches your eye in the
Kingborough/Channel areas, send your photos to
editorial@kchronicle.com.au along with your
full name and an image description.

captures
KINGBOROUGH



kingborough chronicle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      tuesday, 24 march, 2026 3

5% OFF* FOR SENIORS
Every Tuesday and Thursday

Specials 
Tues-Sat 

OPEN 7 
DAYS!
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71830 Channel Highway,  Margate (03) 6267 2395

meredithsorchard.com.au
*Conditions apply, see in store or online for details.

Fruit & Veg • Groceries • Staples • Stockfeed 
Organics • Vegan • Gluten Free • Home Essentials

2kg carrots $295
EA

bananas $340
KG

tray of 30
free range
catering eggs

10kg bag
dutch cream
potatoes

$1099
EA $1300

EA

meggles 600g free
range eggs

PECKISH DUCK 
PELLETS 18KG $2990

EA

$500
EA

HN26134

Construction of the new JackJumpers and Jewels High Performance Training Centre has reached a key
milestone, with the first section of court flooring now installed.

The facility will include two courts, a show court, gymnasium, recovery areas and medical facilities, along with
change rooms, administration spaces and a merchandise shop.

Premier Jeremy Rockliff joined representatives from the JackJumpers, Jewels and builder Fairbrother to mark the progress.
Rockliff said the purpose-built centre would support elite athletes while also providing a hub for the wider community.
“This facility is purpose-built to help train our JackJumpers and Jewels stars, while also ensuring the community

has a hub for high performance basketball,” he said.
JackJumpers coach Scott Roth described the installation of the court flooring as a significant moment.

“It might look like we’re laying just a few timber boards today, but we’re actually laying the foundation for the next
era of the Tasmania JackJumpers and Jewels,” he said.

Jewels assistant general manager Kayla Steindl said the facility would help set a new benchmark for women’s basketball
in Australia.

The centre is expected to be completed mid-year, ahead of the 2026-27 NBL and WNBL seasons.

New training centre reaches key milestone

Jewels assistant general manager Kayla Steindl, Premier Jeremy Rockcliff, Kingborough Mayor Paula
Wriedt and JackJumpers coach Scott Roth mark progress on the new JackJumpers and Jewels High
Performance Training Centre. (PS)

A group of Kingborough students have pushed them-
selves to the limit, hiking to the summit of kunanyi/Mount
Wellington while carrying an unlikely item; a kitchen sink.

Grade 9 students from St Aloysius Catholic College took
part in the ‘Sink to Summit’ challenge on February 27,
raising funds and awareness for global water security.

The students walked 10 kilometres and climbed more
than 1100 metres from the Waterworks Reserve to the
summit, carrying the sink as a powerful symbol of the
daily challenges faced by millions of people worldwide
who must travel long distances to access clean water.

The initiative forms part of Project Compassion’s
‘Big Water Walk for Schools’, supporting communities in
Africa, Asia and the Pacific.

Student Charlie Ricciardello said the experience offered
a new perspective.

“Having done the Sink to Summit, I am more grateful for
what I have,” he said.

“I can go to a tap in my house anytime to get clean water
and not have to walk a long distance to a river.”

Students raised more than their $1000 fundraising target,
with the funds contributing towards the establishment of a
domestic water collection point in rural Tanzania, expected
to provide safe drinking water for up to 400 people.

St Aloysius Mission Director Polly Marriott said the challenge
helped students better understand global inequality.

“By experiencing just a little strain or discomfort, it gives
students a small insight into the daily struggles felt by
millions around the world,” she said.

“It helps build empathy and shows how they can make
a difference.”

Project Compassion is Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten
fundraiser, with schools across Tasmania taking part in
activities focused on water scarcity and global poverty.

Students carry sink to
summit for global cause

Celebrating their arrival at the summit of kunanyi/Mount
Wellington were St Aloysius Grade 9 students.
Inset, working as a team during the Sink to
Summit challenge were St Aloysius students
(from left) Lucy, Ava and Grace. (PS)
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NEW SEASON
Fresh

Organic
Local

7am - 7pm, 7 days a week   I Oyster Cove Fruit & Veg Store
2728 Channel Highway, Oyster Cove   I   Ph: 6267 4340

www.oystercovestore.com.au 

500G PUNNETS $12.99
300G PUNNETS $7.99       150G PUNNETS $3.99

Blueb�ry Heaven

HN26051 AUTHORISED BY MEG BROWN MP, ROSNY 7018
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Residents at Snug Village Aged Care facility donned their best for a special day last week to celebrate
St Patrick’s Day.
Many residents were decked out in the traditional colours of Ireland while some even wore special hats for the

occasion.
Debra Turnbull was proud to model her special hat for the Kingborough Chronicle.
Snug Village is run by Christian Homes Tasmania and has a wide range of accommodation facilities from independent

living to respite services.
There are always activities for residents, and many include visitors willing to share their time with the residents.
The Snug Village staff are renowned for their caring and dedication to residents and make sure all needs are

catered for. 

cheer at Snug Village
A touch of Irish
Debra Turnbull gets into the St Patrick’s Day spirit at Snug Village, proudly showing off her festive hat
as residents celebrated the occasion in style.

More than 52 years ago, a man with a passion for
Jaguar cars played his role in establishing a motor
sports club which is still thriving today.
David Dungley, now 82 and a resident of the Snug Village

Aged Care maintains his passion for the famous Jaguar
brand and had a bucket list wish to reacquaint himself with
some Jaguars and people who own them.  
The club was officially formed in 1974 by David and a

group of fellow enthusiasts after interest was shown
around the state the previous year.
The inaugural meeting of The Jaguar Car Club of Tasmania

was held in 1973 at the St. Ives Hotel in Hobart and interest
was sufficiently strong for the official Club to be formed on
February 4, 1974 with Chris Riches as the first president.
The call by Snug Village staff to reconnect David with his

lifelong passion reached the Jaguar Car Club of Tasmania
president, Kent Harbutt, who orchestrated a special visit
to Snug along with other members of the club.
The result was a mini parade of six Jaguars and an

imported MGB lining up in the forecourt of the Snug Village
facility.
Residents turned out in force to see the parade and were

rewarded with an afternoon tea to celebrate the occasion.
Mr Harbutt presented David with a genuine replica Jaguar.

It was a special occasion in more ways than one for David
and his wife Marie.
They are celebrating 60 years of wedded bliss, and it is

clearly apparent Marie shares David’s love of his precious
Jaguars.
She can rattle off the first Jaguar he ever owned, the first

he rebuilt and an approximate number of cars he has
worked on and owned over the years.
“I’ve owned hundreds throughout my time,” David said. 
“I loved restoring them, rebuilding them, making them

like new.
“Of course, I still love them.”
David’s engineering skills were not confined to Jaguars,

although a key reason why the Jaguar Car Club of Tasmania
was formed was to keep building cars and keeping Jaguars
on the road.
David has raced in Targa. 
“I had been consistently there, even though I was no

winner,” he said.
“I took part in nine Targa Tasmania’s, mainly in cars that

belonged to someone else that I’d prepared for.
“They were kind enough to share the drive with me.
“It was a lot of fun.”

David and Marie Dungley with an E Type Jaguar at the Snug Village Residential Aged Care Centre.
Inset, Jaguar Car Club of Tasmania president Kent Harbutt (left) presents David and Marie Dungley
with a replica Jaguar model.

David’s love of Jaguars
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Traffic conditions in Kingston will change again this weekend as the Browns
Road reconstruction project moves into its next phase, bringing a one-day
detour and longer-term road restrictions.
Kingborough Council says Phase 2 will begin on Sunday, March 29, requiring the

temporary closure of the left-hand southbound Kingston slip lane and access to
the Huon Highway roundabout on the Southern Outlet for one day.
Motorists travelling to Kingston or the Huon Valley will need to detour via the

Summerleas Road roundabout at Kingston.
Mayor Paula Wriedt said the detour was needed to install new traffic management

for the next stage of works.
“Road users travelling to Kingston or the Huon Valley will need to detour to the

Summerleas Road roundabout (KFC/McDonalds) on Sunday, March 29 while the
new traffic management plan is installed,” Cr Wriedt said.
From Monday, March 30, the project will move into Phase 2, which is expected

to run for about four months. 
During this time, Browns Road between the Channel Highway and 32 Browns

Road will operate as a one-way uphill road to maintain a safe worksite.
Access arrangements will also change for local traffic.
“To allow traffic from Firthside and Browns Road to travel to Kingston and further

south, the left-hand southbound Kingston slip lane on the Southern Outlet will remain
closed as it will be used for the temporary access lane,” Cr Wriedt said.
Some Metro and Tassielink bus services will be affected, with updated information

available through the Department of State Growth and council channels.
The reconstruction works cover the section of Browns Road between the Channel

Highway and the Australia Post depot and are part of ongoing upgrades in the
Kingston area.

Browns Road works enter
Phase 2 with one-day detour

An excavator at the Browns Road and Channel Highway intersection in
Kingston, where reconstruction works are progressing as part of Stage 2. (PS)

Hundreds of Kingborough properties are set to be
removed from proposed Landscape Conservation
Zones (LCZ) after councillors backed an independent
review, while also signalling a shift toward less
restrictive zoning.
In a divided decision at the March 16 council meeting,

elected members voted 8-2 to submit the review to the
Tasmanian Planning Commission as part of the municipality’s
draft Local Provisions Schedule.
The review reduces the number of properties proposed

for LCZ zoning from 1631 to 869, significantly narrowing
the scope of the controversial planning control.
Mayor Paula Wriedt acknowledged the impact on

landowners, saying the issue had been “extremely
difficult” for some in the community.
“The application of LCZ has caused concerns, and

we have listened to this feedback and taken it on board,”
Cr Wriedt said.
“As Mayor, I am sorry people have felt worried and upset

about this matter.”
The zoning, designed to protect areas of environmental

and landscape value, has drawn sustained opposition
from some property owners, with calls for it to be scrapped
entirely.
While retaining LCZ in parts of the municipality, councillors

added a clear position to guide the next stage of the
process; that where multiple zoning options apply, the
least restrictive should be preferred.
Cr Wriedt said planning decisions needed to balance

environmental protection with community concerns.
“Planning is complex, and we are trying to set a framework

which will guide responsible land use in our municipal
area,” she said.
The review will now be considered by the Tasmanian

Planning Commission, which is continuing hearings into
Kingborough’s planning scheme.
Landowners affected by changes will be notified and

invited to participate, with final zoning decisions to be made
by the commission.

LCZ review cuts
number of affected
Kingborough
properties

Alert issued for Blackmans Bay waters
Swimming has been discouraged at Blackmans Bay’s mid to southern sections, with
Kingborough Council issuing a water quality alert following contamination concerns.
The warning applies to the central and southern stretches of the beach, where recent

testing has identified elevated contamination levels. 
Council has advised that swimming is not recommended in these areas until further

notice.
The northern section of Blackmans Bay remains open and unaffected.
Council is continuing to monitor water quality and will provide updates as conditions

change.
Beachgoers are urged to follow signage and avoid entering the water in affected

areas while the alert is in place.

Mid to southern sections of Blackmans Bay Beach are under a water quality
warning, with swimming not advised. (PS)
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