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Huon candidates have outlined their priorities on
cost of living, access to services and the role of the
Legislative Council ahead of the May 2 election.

Six candidates are contesting the seat, which includes
parts of Kingborough south of Kingston, such as Snug,
Kettering and Bruny Island.

In responses to questions from the Kingborough Chronicle,
candidates highlighted a range of concerns across the
electorate, including housing affordability, access to
healthcare, transport and the broader cost of living.

Several candidates also emphasised the importance of
the Legislative Council’s role as a house of review, with a
focus on scrutinising legislation and holding government
to account.

Voting is compulsory, with early voting already underway
ahead of polling day.

See pages 6 and 7 to meet the candidates

Huon candidates outline
priorities ahead of poll

A petition to curb the noise levels coming from the Salty Dog licensed venue
at Kingston Beach has been swamped by a counter petition in favour of the
pub and its music.

The furore was started by a small group of residents who live in the vicinity of the
popular pub complaining about the live two-hour music sessions held twice a week,
Friday evenings and Sunday afternoon.

The anti-noise group mustered support from 40 signatories demanding the pub either
drastically reduce the noise or eliminate it completely.

Pub regulars and management launched their counterclaim and within hours collected
thousands of signatures to keep the live music pumping out from the roofed stage.

At the most recent count there were 40 objectors and more than 5,500 in favour of
the music.

Salty Dog co-owner Adriano Mignanelli said he was disappointed when he saw the

petition because his venue worked hard to “be good neighbours”.
“I’m not here to turn this into a nightclub, I just want to have some good music

playing on a Sunday afternoon near the beach,”
Mr Mignanelli said.
“I don’t want to turn this into a confrontational issue.
“We are a community pub, we are part of the community and that’s the most important

thing for this business.
“We love the locals, we are locals.”
About $5 million has been poured in the hotel in recent years making it one of the

most popular venues in southern Tasmania.
It made its name a decade or so ago when it launched a popular campaign to allow

patrons in with their dogs to the outside beer garden area.
Continued on page 4

Who let the dogs out
Salty Dog co-owner, Adriano Mignanelli, has received over 5500 signatures in a counter petition supporting its live music, after noise complaints.
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Adventure Bay Store

Alonnah Post office

Alonnah Store

Baxter’s iGA Sandy Bay

Baxter’s iGA Snug

BiG W Channel Court

Blackmans Bay
Newsagency

BP Kingston

Caltex Kingston town

Channel Court

Channel Museum

Clennett’s Mitre 10

Coles Kingston Plaza

elders real estate, Margate

Fall real estate

First National Kingston

harcourts Kingston Beach

hill Street Blackmans Bay

hotel Bruny

huon Valley News, Franklin

Kettering Central

KFC Kingston

Kingborough Community
hub

Kingston Beach takeaway

Kingston Library

Kingston town Centre

Margate iGA Supermarket

Margate Pharmacy

Margate Post office

Meg Webb MLC office
(denison house)
Meredith’s orchard

Middleton Store

Phoenix restaurant, Snug

redwood road
Community Centre
Sandfly Store

Salamanca Market

Snug Beach Caravan Park

Snug Butcher

Snug Caltex

Woodbridge Post office

Ye olde oyster Cove Store

to the editorLeers
HUON CANDIDATES

Dear Editor,
On Monday, April 13, I listened to the assembled Huon

candidates at Kingston Beach.     
Most aspirants championed the environment, climate

change, salmon farming ahead of cost of living and house-
hold budgets.

All are problems needing to be addressed.
However, only one hopeful put household budgets, cost

of living first - that  being Tyler Peterson.
I have never met any of the candidates, also I am as

confused as most voters as who to vote for.
Six years is a long time for an MP to affect our living

standards.
Voters and their families must come first. 

Barry Campbell,
Blackmans Bay

POSITIVE EXPRESSIONS
Dear Editor,
With so much sadness in the world at the moment I feel

we all need to give a “shout out” to those who make life
a little brighter for others. 

My “shout out” for last week goes to Nathan in the
Kingston Library who very patiently guided me through a
tech problem I was having with my phone app. 

Not only did he explain things very clearly, he did it with
a smile on his face which certainly brightened my day. 

Thank you so much Nathan!
Christine Nelan, 

Snug

UNSAFE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ON MARGATE BRIDGE
Dear Editor,
Walking or cycling across the North West Bay River bridge

on the Channel Highway at Margate is extremely dangerous.
There is no safe passage for pedestrians or cyclists, despite

the volume of traffic using this section of highway. 
Even on weekends, it is difficult to cross without vehicles

passing dangerously close, with few drivers slowing down. 
As the population of Margate and the wider Channel region

grows, more people are accessing local facilities such as
the Margate shopping precinct, Inverawe Native Gardens
and nearby walking tracks. 

However, the bridge remains a significant barrier.
The narrow ledge available offers little protection and

reduces the already low barrier separating pedestrians
from the river, raising serious safety concerns. 

There is a safe pedestrian pathway on the Channel
Highway bridge at Snug, yet a busier bridge at Margate
has no equivalent provision.

Before a serious injury occurs, this bridge should be
upgraded to meet appropriate safety standards and provide
a safe crossing for pedestrians and cyclists.

Don Stewart, 
Margate

MEET THE
CANDIDATES

RUNNING FOR
THE 2026

TASMANIAN
LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL
ELECTION IN

THE DIVISION
OF HUON, ON

PAGES 6 AND 7.
(AI-GENERATED ILLUSTRATION)

KINGBOROUGHcaptures
Hazel Newham captured a European greenfinch enjoying a late-season feast of sunflower
seeds, a gentle reminder of the small, everyday moments that bring gardens to life. (PS)

If you see something that catches your eye in the Kingborough/Channel areas, send your
photos to editorial@kchronicle.com.au along with your full name and an image description.
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new season
mandarins $650
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KG
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Safety upgrades at the Leslie Road intersection with the Huon Highway have been brought forward, after
concerns the project had stalled despite earlier government commitments.

The intersection has been the focus of long-running safety concerns, including high-speed traffic and heavy vehicle
movements.

During Legislative Council Question Time last week, Independent MLC Meg Webb pressed Infrastructure Minister
Eric Vincent on the status of the project.

The Minister confirmed no design contractor had yet been appointed.

That response followed earlier assurances in February that the department would “soon be engaging a consultant
to design an improved Huon Highway/Leslie Road intersection”. 

The Government also indicated there was no timeline for construction to begin until design work was complete,
which could extend through the year.

However, following further questioning, the Minister said the project had now been brought forward.
He said the Government hoped to have a design contractor in place by the end of April, once preparatory work was

complete.
The Leslie Vale Community Committee and Friends of the Longley Area Group have been campaigning for upgrades

for several years, raising safety concerns with both state and local government. 
The groups say the intersection lacks slip lanes and requires vehicles to turn across fast-moving highway traffic.
The project is expected to be funded through the Huon Highway corridor program, which includes shared federal

and state funding.

Leslie Vale road upgrade brought
forward after questions over delays

“ ”
At this point, there is no contract

with the designer team

The Leslie Road-Huon Highway intersection, a key
route for Kingborough traffic where safety concerns
have been raised. (PS)

Heavy vehicles at the Leslie Road intersection, where
community groups say truck traffic contributes to
ongoing safety risks. (PS)

Community facilities at the Kingborough Sports
Precinct will close from the end of May as major
redevelopment plans move closer to construction,
reshaping the site with new sporting infrastructure,
roads and parking.

Kingborough Council has approved a long-term lease
for land at the precinct to support a high-performance
training facility, with the agreement allowing a 99-year
lease to the State Government for a centre to be used by
the Tasmanian JackJumpers and Jewels basketball teams. 

As planning progresses, council has advised that several
existing facilities will be impacted by construction works
linked to the broader redevelopment, including the Tasmania
Devils AFL High Performance Centre and new ovals.

“The Mountain Bike Park and pump track, Kingston
View Drive off-lead dog exercise area and the Southern
Obedience Club dog training area will all be closed on
May 31 to prepare for construction work in the area,”
Mayor Paula Wriedt said.

The closures will remain in place for the duration of
construction.

Plans for the precinct show a significant transformation
of the area, including a new oval, upgraded Gormley Drive
with improved access and safety features, additional parking
areas and new pedestrian infrastructure.

Council said the off-lead dog area, including the designated
greyhound space, would be relocated to Maddocks Road,
while work continues to identify a new site for the Southern
Obedience Club.

A replacement mountain bike park is also being planned
within the precinct, with concept designs showing new
trail networks and riding features. 

Community consultation on the design is expected next
year.

Council is also exploring options for a temporary pump
track during construction.

The broader redevelopment is expected to deliver upgraded
sporting facilities alongside improved road access, lighting
and public amenities.

Right, concept designs for a proposed
replacement mountain bike park at the
Kingborough Sports Precinct. (PS)

Sports precinct
closures set as
council backs
99-year lease

Plans show the proposed layout of new sporting infrastructure, upgraded Gormley Drive and additional
parking at the Kingborough Sports Precinct. (PS)
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Come, Learn & Try
Are you 30 years or older?

Do you know Australia’s biggest killer?
Learn about modifiable risk factors...

Thursday, April 23, 1.30pm-3pm
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RSVP Kath 0412 126 908 or Anne 0432 180 146
DFTasmania@gmail.com
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Meet the team and check out our range...
All welcome, see you there!

FREE
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FRONT
OPENING!
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 11AM-2PM
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A local charity focused on dementia awareness has
secured international funding to expand its education
and community programs across Tasmania.
Dementia Friendly Tasmania has received a £5000

grant from the London-based Ardonagh Community
Trust, which supports community initiatives around the
world.
The grant was secured through a nomination by Hobart-

based Epsilon Insurance and will assist the organisation
to increase awareness and understanding of dementia,
including modifiable risk factors.
The funding will also support inclusive community events

for people living with dementia, their families and the wider
public.
The first event funded through the grant will be held

at West Winds on Thursday, April 23.

Dementia is the leading cause of death in Australia,
affecting more than 446,000 people nationwide.
The condition describes a group of symptoms caused

by disorders affecting the brain, impacting memory,
thinking, behaviour and mood. 
While it is more common in people over 65, it is not a

normal part of ageing.
Research shows there is still a lack of awareness and

understanding about dementia in the community, high-
lighting the importance of education and early intervention.
Up to 45 per cent of dementia cases worldwide may

be linked to modifiable risk factors.
Dementia Friendly Tasmania works to create more

inclusive communities for people living with dementia
and to provide opportunities for the wider public to learn
more about the condition.

Local charity secures global
funding for dementia support

A Kingston hardware supplier has expanded its shopfront, citing sustained growth and increasing demand
from trades and businesses across southern Tasmania.
NB Supplies, located on the Channel Highway, has upgraded its premises after outgrowing its original space,

driven by demand for tools, stainless hardware and industrial supplies.
Owner Nicky Quon said the business had evolved significantly since taking over the site.
“What started as a small local bolt shop has grown into a broader industrial supply business servicing customers

across southern Tasmania,” she said.
The expansion includes a new showroom designed to improve access to products and support both trade and

retail customers.
Nicky said demand in the Kingborough area remained strong, particularly from trades and small businesses.
“There’s a lot of ongoing construction, renovation and infrastructure activity, which is driving demand for both

trade supplies and tools,” she said.
While no immediate staff increases are planned, the business expects to take on additional employees later in

the year as growth continues.
The expansion also signals further investment, with plans underway to launch an online store to complement in-store

operations.
Nicky said the move would allow the business to better service customers both locally and across Tasmania.
“For the community, it means having a stronger, locally owned supplier that can support tradies, businesses and

DIY customers without needing to go elsewhere,” she said.
NB Supplies will mark the new shopfront opening with a community event this week.

Kingston hardware supplier
expands as demand grows

Continued from front page
This proved immensely popular and the practice continues today with the added enticement of local live music.
He said the pub would be happy to work with the council to establish better lines of communication and potentially

install further noise mitigation measures.
Meanwhile, regulars at the pub and those who provide the live music are voicing their support.
Tasmanian performer, Amy Wiles, said the beachside hotel took its responsibilities seriously.
“I have seen the care they put into reducing the impact on neighbouring residents by enforcing strict cut-off times

and regularly checking volume levels,” she said.
Regular patron, Nic Cox, said she thinks the whole debate is “crazy”
“It’s a community pub, it’s a pub where people come to have a drink, listen to music and enjoy themselves,”

Ms Cox said.
“They moved in after the pub was built.”
Marcus Duggan began drinking at the pub as a teenager with his father, Rory, in the old front bar.
“That’s 32 years I’ve been drinking in the pub, and I can say that Adriano has gone out of his way to calm the

waters,” Mr Duggan said.
“He’s a great publican and most helpful.
“You’ve only got to look at how great this pub is now with all the work that’s been done and all the money spent on it.”
Kingborough Council said it would address the petition regarding noise concerns at the Salty Dog Hotel at one of its

future meetings.

Live music, yes or no?
Regulars Nic Cox and Marcus Duggan are steadfast in their support of the Salty Dog.
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